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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

- As for claim 1, line 3: The phrases "the external boundary" and "the visible user 
interface" lack clear antecedent basis. The same problem is found in independent 
claims 8, 10. 

- As for claim 12, line 3: The phrase "the process" lacks clear antecedent basis. The 
same problem is found in independent claim 14. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in the alternative, 



under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over US patent #5,940,078 (Nagarajayya et al). 
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- As for claims 1, 8-10, 12, 14, 15: Nagarajayya et al teach a computer implemented 
method and corresponding system, the computer connected in a network (figure 5), 
for displaying a first graphical image (e.g., the window, tool bar, menu, icon. . .) 
corresponding to a user interface for an application program running in a computer 
system (3:20-25), wherein the first graphical image comprises the external boundary 
of the visible user interface (figure 2), comprising the steps/means for defining a first 
graphical image in a first computer file (3:59-62, 5:44-48), a plurality of parameters 
corresponding to the first graphical image (5:5-44), and processing the first computer 
file in accordance with the plurality of parameters to display the first graphical image 
(6:1-55; fig. 1). The parameters specify the configuration (e.g., dimension, 
orientation. . .) of the graphical element thus it appears that a configuration file 
("second computer file") storing configuration parameters of graphical elements is 
implicitly included in Nagarajayya et al. Even if it is not, it would have been obvious 
to one of skill in the art, at the time of the invention was made, to store the 
configuration parameter in a file. Motivation of the implementation is for the ease of 
information accessing and processing. 

- As for claim 2: The first computer file comprises a plurality of graphical images 
(5:44-60) and each of the plurality of graphical images corresponds to one of a 
plurality states of the user interface (4:51-59; 6:13-23). 

- As for claim 3: The parameters define a plurality of activation regions corresponding 
to the first graphical image (i.e., the window of figure 1 comprises a plurality of 
activation regions, each represented by an associated user selectable interactive 
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graphical element, e.g., toolbar 1 10 has multiple activation region, each represented 
by an icon. Figures 1-2). 

- As for claim 4: The parameters define a location (e.g., dimension and orientation) of 
the graphical elements, as appeared on the display (5:5-44; figure 1). Each graphical 
element is associated with an activation type depending upon its property. 

- As for claim 5: The activation one of the icon (or tab) points to a third computer file 
comprising a plurality of parameters corresponding to the display of a second 
graphical image. E.g., activating icon 140 points to a second image file of the icon 
and a configuration file defining display parameters of the icon (3:59-62, 5:50-60). 
Considering also the displaying of the tab panels. 

- As for claim 6: The plurality of states of the icon 140 comprises a default state, a 
selected state, and an activated state (4:51-54). 

- As for claim 7: Each window, panel, icon in figure 1 comprises a polygon 
corresponding to an external boundary defined by its display parameters stored in the 
configuration file. An image element can be partitioned into multiple shading or 
color regions (3:41-48, 4: 32-37). Nagarajayya et al fail to clearly teach that the 
image element comprises a transparent region. However, Official notice is taken that 
implementation of an image element having a transparent region is well known in the 
art of graphical user interface. It would have been obvious to one of skill in the art, at 
the time the invention was made, to combine the well known implementation of 
transparency image region to Nagarajayya et al. Motivation of the combining is for 
the advantage of seeing through in overlapping display control. 
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- As for claim 1 1 : The graphic engine for accessing the computer files is inherently 
included in Nagarajayya et al teaching of displaying the graphic images of the 
graphical elements. 

- As for claim 13: In light of the rejection set forth in claim 12, each of the graphical 
elements of figure 1 comprises an image file and a configuration file. The graphical 
elements define substantially the entire user interface for the application program. 

- As for claim 16: Nagarajayya et al fail to clearly teach that one of the files is 
dynamically updated by a server computer. However Official notice is taken that 
implementation of dynamically updating either an image file or configuration file at a 
server is well known in the art (see US Patent Application Publication 20020010757). 
It would have been obvious to one of skill in the art, at the time the invention was 
made, to combine the well known implementation of dynamically updating either an 
image file or configuration file at a server to Nagarajayya et al's computer network. 
Motivation of the combining is for generating an up-to-date display. 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ba Huynh whose telephone number is (703) 305-9794 (after 
10/12/04: (571) 272-4138). The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Herndon can be reached on (703) 308-5186. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
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